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in more detail, what he has communicated to me for the
Nette Freie Presse.
He has not in any way commissioned me to suggest this,
but I thought, when the conversation turned to Your
Excellency and I spoke enthusiastically of your personality,
that I detected a desire on his part to meet you. I have no
doubt that he would feel diffident about calling upon you
at Norderney during your summer visit; but with encour-
agement, I am convinced that he would come even if he
had to renounce the satisfaction of having the meeting
publicly announced. It would certainly make a much
greater impression if the world could learn that the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer had dined with the German
Chancellor on the shores of that North Sea which is better
designed to be a link between Germany and England than
a division. It occurred to me that if it was worth while
four years ago for Your Excellency to spend days dis-
cussing Russian affairs with Witte, it cannot be less impor-
tant for Germany's future and the future of all Europe,
that Your Excellency should have a conversation with such
an influential English statesman, who holds concealed in
the folds of his lawyer's robe all kinds of possibilities for
and against Germany. For the very reason perhaps that he
was once an inspired demagogue and has now matured
into a statesman, and one of the most influential of the
time, it may be wise for Your Excellency to approach him
olive branch in hand. He might like to be greeted by you
as the colleague of such a genuine, honourable and sincere
friend of Germany as the War Minister, Mr* Haldane, whom
you received in Berlin two years ago and welcomed as
your colleague, the son of the Alma Mater Gottingensis and
translator of Schopenhauer.
I do not venture to suggest to Your Excellency that you
should submit these remarks of mine to His Majesty, for I
know that when he listens to men of the pen it is rather to
such charlatans as Houston Stewart Chamberlain, who has
contrived to transform that most glorious of my fellow-
Jews, Jesus Christ, from a Jew into a Greek, from a Semite
into an Aryan. Such theories are welcomed in Potsdam
and Bayreuth, the two corner pillars of present-day
Germanism with which Your Excellency is dosely familiar.